Student Name: _________________________

 
      Due: Wednesday, October 14

Dear Fifth Grade Families,

Yes, this is a homework assignment! The first part of your task is to set up a place, a quiet “study station,” where your child can work each afternoon/evening to complete their homework. The second part of the assignment is to schedule time for your child to work on their assignments. Beginning the year with appropriate materials and a comfortable space and time to do school work allows for consistency that will promote good study habits as well as enable your child to organize their home-school relationship.

In the fifth grade homework will be…

· …purposeful and relevant
· …assigned as needed for extension and review

· …used to support students’ transition to middle school as they develop key study skills such as organization, time management, and responsibility
As a fifth grader, your child may be expected to do approximately 40-60 minutes of homework each night. We will begin the year assigning less than that but may eventually build up to an hour. In addition to their homework, we expect students to be reading independently on a daily basis for at least 30 minutes. We do understand that exhausted children and/or challenging books may require paired reading with a parent or older sibling. Students will also be expected to log onto ST Math from home for at least 30 minutes a week. Students may decide whether they want to break that time up over the course of the week or complete their required time in one sitting. 

If your child is spending more than a solid hour on their homework, please have them stop and write me a note explaining why they think it is taking more than an hour. Both of you should sign this note. This helps your child to self-evaluate as well as focus in on any problems they might be having. It also enables me to monitor the homework being assigned. 

Please take some time over the next week to locate an appropriate study place and discuss with your child what specific time during the afternoon/evening hours would be viable for consistently doing daily homework. Ask your child to report to you some of the important elements of homework and the importance of a “study station” – topics that we will discuss as a group in class starting tomorrow. 

Thank you for your ongoing cooperation.

Sincerely,

The Fifth Grade Team

Name: _____________________________

Homework Space
Instructions: Design and then draw your homework space. Be sure to include labels, details, and color. 


Next, describe why this is a great place to complete your homework. (Write at least 4 complete sentences in your explanation.)

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Homework Checklist
Students and Parents: Please check off each item after you have completed it and the sign your name below.

(
We found a quiet spot away from distractions to do homework

(
We put study materials in the homework area



( pencils



( pencil sharpener 



( erasers



( paper 



( colored pencils

(
We set up a place to put school notices

(
We scheduled one and a half hours a day for homework 


(including 30 minutes of reading and any additional assignments)

(
We selected a specific place at home to put the student’s backpack (packed up with all 
folders, notebooks, books, materials, and completed homework) the night BEFORE the 
next school day

_________________________________________

________________________



Student Signature





         Date

_________________________________________

________________________



Parent Signature





         Date

Name: ______________________________

Scheduled Activities
Instructions: Please fill out this form with accurate times of scheduled weekly activities, scheduled homework times (40-60 minutes, Monday—Thursday), and 30 minutes of reading time. 

Monday:
	Time

(start to finish)
	Activity

	Example:

4:00—5:00pm
	Soccer Practice

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Tuesday:
	Time

(start to finish)
	Activity

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Wednesday:
	Time

(start to finish)
	Activity

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Thursday:
	Time

(start to finish)
	Activity

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	











