
Welcome Back 5th Grade Families! 
 

Dear families, 

Congratulations on an awesome first week of school! I hope you have been hearing all about 
our wonderful first days of fifth grade. These first few days and weeks are so vital to our 
bonding and success as a class. We’ll be establishing routines, agreeing on guidelines, and 
learning to work together in a flexible learning environment. We’ll also be getting started on 
academics and kindly reconditioning our brains after our summers away from school. ☺  

It is a joy for me to be able to teach in such a vibrant, loving community. Your children are 
truly a gift and I value all the energy, ideas, and unique personalities that they bring to class.  

Here’s to an awesome school year! 

Best, 

 
 

Sarah Goldman 
 

The Nuts and Bolts of our 5th Grade School Year: 
 

Philosophy and Goals 
Our fifth grade team has some core beliefs that guide our work: 

• A child can learn and improve anything they set their mind to. This is what we call a 
“growth mindset” and, at Queen Anne Elementary, we apply it to all areas of learning.  

• Learning is exciting and messy! A “messy” kid is a learning kid. Meaningful learning is 
often hard work and, at times, may even feel uncomfortable for the learner. However, 
this is also where we usually see the most growth!  

• Social-emotional well-being, community belonging, autonomy, and safety are 
foundational to learning. When these pieces are in place, a child can and will thrive! 

• Every child gets what they need. This doesn’t necessarily look the same for everyone 
because each child has an individual learning profile with unique needs, strengths and 
challenges. Providing individualized and differentiated instruction is foundational to 
creating an equitable learning environment. 

Here are the goals that will guide our classroom this year: 

• We will create a safe, inclusive, and positive classroom atmosphere. Everyone is 
welcome in our class. 

• By June, we will have been successful at many things that we never thought possible. 
• We will accomplish meaningful work that impacts our community… and maybe even 

the world! 
 
 
 



Academic Learning 

The work we do in fifth grade is so important. We are getting geared up for the next phase of 
our schooling life! This is our opportunity to develop our leadership within the Queen Anne 
Elementary community as well as practice the essential skills that we will take with us when 
we move on to middle school and beyond.  

With this in mind, work in all academic subjects will push fifth graders to inquire, dig deeper, 
increase stamina, and take more responsibility for their learning. To meet the demands of this 
rigorous year, we will provide students with the strategies necessary to analyze and solve 
complex problems and create projects that address real-world issues. We will also provide 
students with the space to struggle and make mistakes while reinforcing the message that 
there are multiple ways to tackle any given task. Our mission is to guide students as they 
continue to develop a lifelong love of learning. We will approach each day with a growth 
mindset, focused on engaging and purposeful work! 
 

Communication 
There are several ways we will communicate with you over the course of the school year: 

• To communicate about what is going on in the classroom and student assignments, 
we will be using Schoology, a program that is accessed online. Schoology will allow 
us to blog about our classroom’s activities and to engage in meaningful discussion. 
(More information about how to use Schoology will be given at Curriculum Night.) 

• You will also be able to keep track of our daily classroom “happenings” by following our 
Twitter account: @MsGoldmanQAE. If you don’t have a Twitter account, you can follow our 
live Twitter feed via the homepage of our classroom website: http://msgoldmanqae.weebly.com  

• To set up meetings or further inquire about your child’s progress, please email me 
directly at szgoldman@seattleschools.org. Keep in mind that emails sent during the 
school day may not be read until later that afternoon (we are busy learning!). Please 
leave important, urgent messages with the front office rather than calling the 
classroom directly during the day.  

• You will also be receiving weekly emails from our room parent/classroom coordinator 
extraordinaire, Kristi Barnes. These messages will include school-wide news as well 
as updates and information that are pertinent to our own classroom. 

 

Snack 
We believe that children cannot learn effectively if they are hungry and our schedule change 
is a huge adjustment. With lunch (“brunch”) being scheduled at 10:20am, snack becomes a 
necessity in the afternoon so that we can continue to fuel our learning. Please pack two 
nutritious snacks for your child each day. One will be for the midmorning (especially for 
right after P.E.) and the other one will be for after our afternoon recess. This snack should be 
healthy, hearty, and easy to eat while working. Please avoid sending sugary snacks to 
school with your child.  



Also, the portable classrooms are nut-free zones due to student allergies (this includes 
both peanuts and tree nuts). Snacks should not include nuts but lunches can include nut 
items. If a student brings in nut items, I will ask that they save those items for lunch in the 
cafeteria.  

We also encourage students to bring a water bottle to school every. We have water coolers 
in each of the portable classrooms to ensure that students stay hydrated. 
 

Birthday Celebrations 
Birthdays are such a special occasion and we like to honor each child with their own special 
day to celebrate. On birthdays, students will be on the receiving end of a “shout out” circle 
during which students will take turns providing compliments for the birthday kid. We will also 
celebrate with five extra minutes of afternoon recess. We do not celebrate birthdays with 
edible treats because of allergy concerns, so we ask you to not bring them in. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 

Specials Schedule 
Students will alternate between attending P.E. and Art from 8:25—9:05am every day. 
Students will also be scheduled for Technology/Library one afternoon a week (schedule 
TBA). 

On days that we are scheduled for P.E., please make sure that your child wears or brings 
sneakers to school. 

We will alternate between Week A and Week B: 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week A  P.E. P.E. P.E. Art Art 

Week B P.E. P.E. Art Art Art 

 

We started the school year this week with the Week A schedule (week of 9/7/16) and next 
week we will follow the Week B schedule (week of 9/12/16). The weekly schedules will 
alternate back and forth in this way for the remainder of the year.  
 

Homework 
Although we will discuss our homework philosophy in more detail on Curriculum Night, our 
key goals are to help students develop organizational skills and responsibility as well as build 
a home-school routine. We know that our students enjoy a variety of extra-curricular activities 
and have packed afternoon schedules. We also know that afternoons and evenings are an 
important time that families share together. We will keep all of this in mind as we assign 
homework and will ensure that it provides meaningful continuity from the day’s learning. 

In the beginning of the school year, students will be focusing on returning their items to and 
from school every day and using a planner to write down and keep track of assignments. In 



addition, students will be assigned to read a book of their choosing at least 30 minutes 
every day after school. This reading can look like many different things—reading 
independently or sharing a reading experience with friends or family members. Throughout 
the year, students might also require extra time at home to work on special projects, 
challenges, or learning reflections.  

While you can support your child through clarifying any instructions that come with their 
homework, we ask that you give your child the chance to figure out their assignments on their 
own. We want your child to take ownership over their own work. It is also helpful for us to see 
what your child is able to do independently. If you have any questions, concerns, or trouble 
with a homework assignment, please send me a quick email to let me know and we will figure 
it out together!  

Supplies 

Students will share a class set of supplies, paid for by the materials fee that you pay at the 
beginning of the school year. Occasionally, I may request special items that I know we will be 
using for projects and art activities. (I will give you plenty of warning!)  

There are a few items that need to come back and forth every school day: 

• Orange Folder: for communication and paperwork 

• Independent Reading Book: students should always have one or more books that 
they are actively reading 

• Student Planner: to record any homework assignments 

Orange folders and student planners should be arriving sometime next week! 
 

Volunteers and Chaperones 
We greatly value our QAE community! We are always looking for volunteers to chaperone 
field trips, help with special projects, and organize classroom events. If you are interested in 
being a chaperone at all this school year, please see Karen Rang in the front office and 
complete the applicable paperwork. I look forward to partnering up with you!  
 

Action Items 
" Check out our Twitter feed and classroom website 
" Return your Parent Contact form (from me) 
" Return your Student Profile form by next Wednesday, September 14th (from me) 
" Return your QAE Welcome Packet paperwork (from the school) 
" Send in your materials fee to the school 
" Revive your child’s nightly reading habit 
" Save the Date: IslandWood is scheduled for November 7-11th  
" Engage your child with questions about their first week of school! 

 

Thank you for reading and please let me know if you have any questions.                        
Happy School Year! ☺ 


